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Invest £3 billion in the
East Coast Main Line for
£9 billion economic boost
New research shows investing £3 billion in the East Coast Main Line will generate
£9 billion for the UK economy, and:
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Deliver economic benefits
across the length of the UK
Maximise the potential benefits that
HS2 East can bring to the whole route
Deliver more destinations, improved
journey times, increased journey frequencies,
better reliability and greater resilience

Investing in the East Coast Main Line now,
will deliver £9bn for the economy
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The East Coast Main Line is a vital rail
artery connecting communities that
already generate more than £300 billion
each year to UK plc.
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Work is already underway to solve issues of
capacity, reliability and resilience that are needed
to create a railway spine that can meet the needs
of each economy in a safe, affordable and timely
manner. But UK plc needs these plans to be
delivered from 2019.

• Benefits of investment will be felt by the nearly 13
million residents living in east coast communities, as
well as those living elsewhere. The East Coast Main
Line serves economies from northern Scotland to the
home counties and London

We call for the schemes that are needed to deliver
our Gold standard to be prioritised for delivery by
2032, with guaranteed funding to enable the rail
industry to get on with the job.
We need Network Rail to propose, design and
deliver the infrastructure that will be needed.
For our part, ECMA member organisations will
continue to bring forward economic development
proposals that can help finance the upgrade of the
East Coast Main Line.

Deliver economic benefits across the
length of the UK

• The economic benefits are worth up to £9 billion GDP
with strong, positive economic cost-benefit ratios

• Cities and towns like Lincoln, Bradford and
Middlesbrough – which are not on the main east coast
route – will benefit as well as destinations in the south,
the Midlands, the north of England, central
and northern Scotland
• The proposed creation of a £250 million fund to help
better connect associated routes to the East Coast
Main Line spreads these benefits even further
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Maximise the potential benefits that HS2
East can bring to the whole route

• Every £1 spent on capital schemes to improve the
East Coast Main Line and associated routes will result
in £3.33 of wider economic benefits in addition to the
benefits of HS2 East

Growth plans along the line include:
The £1 billion Dundee Waterfront plan will create over
7,000 new jobs in biotech and other industries
7,000
An expected 24,900 new jobs in south east Scotland by 2030 along
with 135,000 new homes
Improving connections along the line to serve 15 million
people in northern England
13,000 new jobs, 100,000 new homes and 22,000
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growing businesses in Greater Lincolnshire
The Hertfordshire Growth Deal, that includes 15,000
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• It is impossible to realise the full £9 billion of economic
benefits without significant investment in both the
East Coast Main Line and HS2 East
• Benefits nearly 13 million residents and 20 million
passengers every year. Freight customers will also
benefit from the investment
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Deliver more destinations, improved
journey times, increased journey
frequencies, better reliability and greater
resilience

• The economy needs an East Coast Main Line that has
more capacity, reliability and resilience to deliver the
safety, affordability and connectivity that is required to
achieve the potential for economic growth
• The new trains and improved passenger journey
experience being delivered by Virgin Trains East Coast
are a first step towards the service that is needed.
But these will only deliver their full potential with
investments in infrastructure along the whole route
• The infrastructure is also needed by other passenger
and freight operators using the route to deliver their
plans for growth
• Many of the UK’s key growth industries will benefit
from this investment
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What needs to be done?
In order to keep all the economies along the line
competitive in both global and national markets,
UK plc needs:
• The East Coast Main Line improvements set out in the
Hendy report to be delivered on time or earlier
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• Investment worth £3billion in the East Coast Main
Line from 2019. This needs to be delivered on a whole
route ethos to expedite the improvement in line
capacity, connectivity, reliability and resilience before
and after HS2 East becomes operational.
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• Investment in other routes that connect with the
East Coast Main Line also needs to be integrated to
maximise the potential for improved connectivity

Dunbar
Berwick-upon-Tweed
Alnmouth

• Stakeholders outside the rail industry also need to be
genuine partners in work to improve the route, so that
all opportunities to add value and attract new sources
of funding are taken

Morpeth

Durham

The evidence

These benefits can start to be realised as soon as 2020
as the new Virgin Trains East Coast timetable will deliver
economic benefits worth £154 million each year. As
investment increases, then the forecast economic benefits
each year will increase to £515 million.

Middlesbrough
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Read the independent research in detail at
www.investineastcoast.co.uk
The wider economic benefits of this investment will be
felt from the north of Scotland all the way to London
with smaller economies seeing proportionally larger gains.
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The Consortium of East Coast Main Line
Authorities (ECMA)
ECMA members across the 580-mile east coast route
have commissioned this research. ECMA represents local
authorities and Scottish Regional Transport Partnerships
throughout the area served by the East Coast Main Line.
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@InvestEastCoast
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